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 Encourage your child to read.  You 

can read to them, read together  or  

have them read on their own.  20 

minutes a day of reading at home is 

quality time that will last a lifetime.   

 Join the PTA.  Help make decisions 

and work with teachers to make 

Cottonwood a better place. 

 Download the  “Box Tops” app and 

start scanning your receipts.  Cotton-

wood receives $.10 for every Box 

Top item that you purchase. We 

have received thousands of dollars 

donated to our school from this one 

simple task. 

 Save Little Caesar pizza proofs. 

These proofs, found on the side of 

every pizza that you purchase, can 

be traded for free pizzas for our 

school. 

 Link your Dillons Plus Shoppers 

card to the Cottonwood PTA.  Hun-

dreds of dollars of donations have 

been received by parents simply 

going online and enrolling. 

 Be sure your child knows who is 

picking them up after school or if 

they are walking home.  Phone calls 

to school about what they need to do 

should only happen in emergencies. 

 Check your child’s book bag daily. 

With days to go until the New 
Year, the very memorable year 
of 2020, is taking its final bows, 
and 2021 is ready for its debut. 
Most people look upon the New 
Year as chance for a fresh start, a 
chance to evaluate their lives 
and set new goals – maybe look 
for a new job, find a new hobby, 
get fit, or reconnect with family 
and friends. 

As we reflect on the past year 
and remember all the remarka-
ble changes, accomplishments, 
and ways we have adapted to 
the challenges of 2020, it’s time 
to concentrate on the future, 
and make January 1, 2021 the 
first day of a new beginning for 
the staff, students, and families 
of Cottonwood school. 

Cottonwood is our family, and a 
part of our lives. We want stu-
dents to succeed and be the best 
they can be.  We want everyone 
at Cottonwood, students and 
staff, to continue to do all that 
they can…and then just a little bit 
more. This may be the end of 
2020, but in 2021, the best is yet 
to come.  We look forward to the 
new year and the amazing op-
portunities that await students 
and staff at Cottonwood Elemen-
tary.  It will be an exciting time at 
Cottonwood and hopefully a re-
turn to normalcy in 2021.  On be-
half of the staff at Cottonwood 
we wish you  happy holiday sea-
son and look forward to our stu-
dents return on Tuesday, January 
5, 2021.   



What do I do if I forgot my pass-
word? 

 If the school has an email ad-
dress on file for you, you can click 
the Forgot your Login/Password 
link from the main Skyward 
screen. You will be prompted to 
enter your username or email 

How do I view my student’s 
grades? 

To see your student’s grades 
from Skyward, first log in and 
then on the left, click the link 
titled Gradebook.  
 

...continued on page 3 

SKYWARD FOR PARENTS...FAQ’S 

The extra time spent 

being cautious is an 

invest-

ment in 

some 

child’s 

future 

and is time well 

spent. 

Students with hoods 

and caps on their 

heads do not see and 

hear as well.  Please 

exercise caution 

when driving before 

and after school.  

It’s really pretty simple. 
The more school a child 
misses, the more likely 
they are to fall behind 
academically. Although 
teachers allow students 
to make up the work 
they missed, nothing can 
make up for losing a val-
uable day of instruction. 
Therefore, it is your re-
sponsibility, as parents 
and caregivers, to mini-
mize the number of days 
your child misses school. 
Here are some tips that 
can help: 
 

Your child should be in 
school every day unless: 
Your child is ill. 
Your child has been in-
jured. 
Your child has a conta-

and then click the submit button. 
You will then be sent a new pass-
word to your email account. If 
the school does not have an 
email address on file for you, you 
will need to contact your school 
office to receive your new pass-
word.  

for: 
Birthdays 
Hair cuts 
Visiting relatives 
Minding other children 
 

Good school attend-
ance leads to… 
Better school perfor-
mance. 
Development of good 
habits and self-
discipline to succeed in 
the world of work. 
 

Attendance is an ex-
tremely important part 
of your child’s educa-
tion. By reducing the 
number of days your 
child misses, you can 
ensure that he or she 
gets the most out of 
school. 

gious condition (chicken 
pox, rash, etc.) 
Your child has a special 
religious ceremony. 
Your child has a serious 
family situation which re-
quires their involvement. 
 

Always try to make chil-
dren’s appointments with 
professionals like dentists 
or doctors before or after 
school. 
 

Arrange family holidays 
during school vacation 
times.                
  
Please do not keep your 
child away from school 

New Year’s 
Trivia 

1. In what year 
was the first-
known New Year’s Day cele-
bration? 
2. What does Auld Lang 
Syne translate to in English? 
3. Which type of calendar 
marks January 1st as New 
Year’s Day? 
4. Which civilization is 
thought to have introduced 
the baby as a symbol for the 
New Year? 
5. Eggs given as gifts or eat-
en on New Year’s are a sym-
bol of what? 
6. Which legume is typically 
consumed for good luck in 
the U.S. on New Year’s? 
7. The New Year’s Eve ball 
was born out of a 1907 ban 
on what? 
8. Which famous leader es-
tablished January 1st as the 
first day of the year? 
 
Answers 
1. 2,000 B.C.  According to CNN 
the earliest known celebration 
took place in Mesopotamia. 
2. According to Scotland.org, 
the song’s lyrics express looking 
back over the events from a 
year. 
3. CNN reports the Gregorian 
calendar starts each year in 
January, while others are 
based on astronomical or agri-
cultural events. 
4. Ancient Greeks paraded a 
baby in a basket to honor the 
God of Fertility on the first day 
of the new year according to 
The Holiday Spot. 
5. Eggs bring new life, making 
them a symbol of productivity 
according to CNN. 
6. Black-eyed peas symbolize 
financial success because they 
resemble coins according to 
History.com. 
7. For safety reasons, New York 
City banned the shooting of 
fireworks off buildings in 1907. 
This led to the creation of a 
lighted ball reports 
timessquarenyc.org. 
8. History.com says Caesar had 
help from early astronomers & 
mathematicians in deciding to 
make January 1st the start of 
each new year because the old 
calendar was no longer syncing 
with the sun. 



Notice of  
Nondiscrimination 

Unified School District #305 does 
not discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, 
age, or disability in admission or 
access to, or treatment or em-
ployment in, its programs and 
activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth 
groups.  Any person having in-
quiries concerning Unified School 
District #305 compliance with the 
regulations implementing Title 
VI, ADA, Title IX, or Section 504 is 
directed to contact the Unified 
School District #305 Executive 
Director of Human Resources, 
P.O. Box 797, Salina, Kansas 
67402, 785-309-4726. 

tance to help our school. 

From helping in class-

Volunteerism is the willing-

ness of people to work on 

behalf of others without 

being motivated by finan-

cial or material gain.  

Fortunately, Cottonwood is 

blessed to have many gen-

erous people willing to 

provide ongoing assis-

Upcoming Events 

Spring Pictures    February 3 

PTA Meeting on Zoom   February 8 

Spring Break    March 15 - 19 

End of 3rd Quarter   March 30 

No School—Teacher Workday  March 31 

Start of 4th Quarter   April 1 

Last Day for Students   May 27 

rooms to cutting laminat-

ing or hanging art on our 

walls...every volunteer is 

appreciated more than 

words could ever say.  

Cottonwood volunteers 

have provided hundreds of 

hours to help make Cot-

tonwood the best it can 

be!  

SKYWARD FOR 
PARENTS 
...FAQ’S 

Why am I not receiving text 
messages or emails? 

Check the tab on the left 
where it says “Skylert”.  This 
is where you can update your 
phone number and email 
address to receive alerts.  
 

Is there school tomorrow? 

Click on the calendar tab on 
the left.  You will see days 
that school is not in session 
and other notifications. 
 

How much do I owe for fees,  
lost lunch cards or devices. 

Select the “Fee Management” 
tab to view these items. 
 

How do I check my child’s 
attendance? 

Click on the “Attendance” tab 
to see all days that your child 
missed time at school. 
 

Is my child’s basic infor-
mation correct? 

Click on “Student Info” to 
view. 
 

Click on home to view im-
portant messages sent by 
USD 305.  You must be logged 
in to see any of this infor-
mation. 

One of the primary tasks of 
childhood is to develop self 
discipline. Parents often find 
themselves correcting their 
children for interrupting, be-
ing wild, not following in-
structions or for not control-
ling their hands or mouths. 
These all require self disci-
pline or self-control. When a 
person has self-discipline they 
do what needs to be done 
even when they want to do 
something else.  
 

Encourage children to take on 

up every morning.” “I know 
you would have rather 
played the game but I like 
the way you took time to 
walk the dog. That shows 
self discipline.”  
 

A child armed with self disci-
pline has a tremendous as-
set for addressing life’s chal-
lenges. More techniques and 
ideas are available in the 
book, Good and Angry, Ex-
changing Frustration for 
Character in You and Your 
Kids. 

activities which 
build self disci-
pline. They may 
include sports, 
music lessons, a 
paper route, the 
responsibility of 
caring for a 
neighbor’s pet, memorization 
of scripture, a clean room, or a 
host of other activities. The 
real benefit of these activates 
is that they help build self disci-
pline. “You are pretty deter-
mined and responsible to get 

continued from page 2 

Dashing Through the Snow (Gym) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

COTTONWOOD ELEMENTARY 

    Kyle Griffitts, Principal  ●  215 S. Phillips  ●  Phone 785-309-4600  ●  Fax 785-309-4601 

Join us on 
Zoom 

January 2021 

Grade  

Reports go 

Home! 

Classes Resume 

No School - January 1 to January 4 

Cash & Carry 
Store 

Jan. 27, 28, 29 

End of 2nd 

Quarter 

Start of 3rd 

Quarter 


